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clear a detection of his whole scheme, immediately con-
fessed his. crimes, and acknowledged himself unworthy of
longer life; upon which the whole assembly, consisting"
of thirty persons, after having considered the affair with
the attention which it required, and heard all that could
be urged in extenuation of his offence, unanimously signed
the sentence by which he was condemned to suffer death.
Drake, however, unwilling, as it.seemed, to proceed to
extreme severities, offered him his choice, either of being
executed on the island, or set ashore on the mainland, or
being sent to England to be tried before the council; of
which, after a day's consideration, he chose the first, al-
leging the improbability of persuading any to leave the
expedition, for the sake of transporting a criminal to
England, and the danger of his future state among savages
and infidels. His chqice, I.believe, few will approve: to
be set ashore on the mainland, was, indeed* only to be
executed in a different manner; for what mercy could be
expected from the natives so incensed, but the most cruel
and lingering death! But why be should not rather have
requested to be sent to England, it is not so easy to conceive.
In so long a voyage he might have found a .thousand op-
portunities of escaping, perhaps with the connivance of
his keepers, whose resentment. must probably in. time
have given way to compassion, or, at least, by their neg-
ligence, as it is easy to believe they would, in times of ease
and refreshment, have remitted their vigilance; at least
he would have gained longer life; and, to make death
desirable, seems not one of thei effects of guilt. However,
he was, as it is related, obstinately deaf to all persuasions,
and, adhering to his first choice, after having received
the communion, and dined cheerfully with the general,
was executed in the afternoon, with many proofs of re*
morse, but none of fear.

- How far it is probable that Drake, after having been
acquainted with this man's designs, should admit him into
his fleet, and afterwards caress, respect, and trust him;
or that Doughtie, who is represented as a man of eminent